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701—71.14 (441) Hearings before the department.
71.14(1) Protests. Written or oral protest against the proposed percentage adjustments as set

forth in the tentative equalization notice issued by the department of revenue shall be made only on
behalf of the affected assessing jurisdiction. The protests shall be made only by officials of the assessing
jurisdiction, including, but not limited to, an assessing jurisdiction’s city council or board of supervisors,
assessor, or city or county attorney. An assessing jurisdiction may submit a written protest in lieu of
making an oral presentation before the department, or may submit an oral protest supported by written
documentation. Protests against the adjustments in valuation contained in the tentative equalization
notices shall be limited to a statement of the error or errors complained of and shall include such facts
as might lead to their correction. No other factors shall be considered by the department in reviewing
the protests. Protests and hearings on tentative equalization notices before the department are excluded
from the provisions of the Iowa Administrative Procedure Act governing contested case proceedings.

71.14(2) Conduct of hearing. The department shall schedule each hearing so as to allow the same
amount of time within which each assessing jurisdiction can make its presentation. During the hearing
each assessing jurisdiction shall be afforded the opportunity to present evidence relevant to its protest.
The division administrator for the property tax division shall act as the department’s representative.
The department’s representative shall preside at the hearing, which shall be held at the time and place
designated by the department or such other time and place as may be mutually agreed upon by the
department and the protesting assessing jurisdiction.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 441.48.
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